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Praying in The Gift of Tongues
I.

II.

INTRODUCTION
A.

Last week was Pentecost Sunday and what a powerful gift the infilling of the Holy Spirit is. Today I
want to share on the gift of tongues.

B.

Receiving the Holy Spirit is of course much more than just praying in your prayer language. The
Holy Spirit is a person, the third person of the Trinity, that Jesus promised would be with us and in
us. (Jn. 14:16-17)

C.

Acts 1-2 describes what happened on the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out.
The disciples were waiting attentively for the promise. Jesus told the disciples to tarry (wait). And
then “suddenly”, the Holy Spirit came (Acts 2:2).

THE PROPHETIC WEAPON OF TONGUES
A.

While there can be many expressions of Spirit-directed praying, praying with the gift of tongues is
one of the foremost ways. The following are some key points concerning this type of prophetic
intercession.

B.

Praying in the Spirit is your spirit communicating directly with God. It is primarily for use in your
devotional prayer life for intercession, praise, and worship.
1 Cor. 14:28b - ...let him speak to himself and to God.
1 Cor. 14:2 - For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God; for no one
understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.

C.

Praying in the spirit is a perfect prayer. Since you do not always know how or what to pray in a
given situation, you can bring the need before the Lord by praying in the Spirit. The Holy Spirit,
your helper, enables you to pray as you ought thereby praying in the Lord’s will. Praying in the
Spirit is a means by which the Holy Spirit intercedes through your spirit. This is where we get the
term “prayer language.”
“Rom. 8:26-28 - And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that God causes all things
to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His
purpose.”
1 Cor. 14:14 - For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.

D.

Praying in the Spirit has definite meaning. Although you do not understand what you are praying,
God does. He who inspired it also comprehends it.
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1 Cor. 14:10 - There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind
is without meaning.
E.

Praying in the spirit edifies the person praying. As you use this prayer language consistently, you
become built up, strengthened, and encouraged. You then have the refreshing ability to continue on
in your intercessory warfare task.
1 Cor. 14:4a - One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself...
Jude 20 - But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the
Holy Spirit.

F.

Praying in the Spirit has the authority of heaven behind it! There is no way you could know when
satan and his demonic forces will launch an attack. But the Holy Spirit will prompt you at the
strategic, opportune time.
Jas. 5:16b - The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.
1 Cor. 14:15 - What is the outcome, then? I shall pray with the spirit and I shall pray with the
mind also; I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the mind also.

G.

Like Paul, you can pray in the Spirit and praise and worship Jesus. As you do this, you regain
territory from the demonic kingdom in the lives of those for whom you are praying. This perfect
prayer and praise weapon is powerful and always on target. Praise and prayer in tongues is God’s
secret “missiles”!

III. DIVERSITIES OF TONGUES
1 Cor. 12:1, 4-7, 27-28 - Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be
uninformed.4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of
service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles,
then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues.
A.

Examples of diversities of tongues. Tongues at the filling of the Holy Spirit - Acts 2:1-4; 10:44-46;
Mark 16:17. Tongues for interpretation - 1 Cor. 12:7-10; Isa. 28:11. Tongues of edification - Jude
20; 1 Cor. 14:4. Tongues as a sign to the unbeliever - 1 Cor. 14:22.

B.

Tongues of intercession - Rom. 8:26. The word groanings in this verse can be translated
“inarticulate speech”. It refers to speech that does not originate in the intellect or with the
understanding. It is speech that is not related to race of nationality. Inarticulate speech includes, but
is not limited to other tongues.
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C.

Tongues of war - There is a place where the Holy Spirit goes on the offensive. He battles through
us. Sometimes there is a coupling together of the gift of faith with tongues. A rising within occurs
and a push or urge to launch out against the demonic forces happens. Sometimes it is the wedding
between discerning of spirits and tongues. You combat or attack the dark force, commanding it to
flee.

D.

In these situations, you are operating in a “militant tongue” or “warring with the gift of tongues.”
When you pray in this type of tongue, you are attacking the powers of darkness. You are taking
authority over the power of satan. You are rebuking the enemy and rejecting his plans for your life,
by the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells within you. This is the tongue of intercession engaged
in warfare. Deliverance, healing, and liberty can come through the power of warring tongues.

KEEP JESUS CENTRAL
A.

When praying in the gift of tongues, keep the focus of your heart towards the Lord Himself. Keep
Jesus central in all things. Always return to worship even after engaging in some type of message
tongue, rebuking of dark demonic forces, of whatever. Just go back into worship in your heavenly
or earthly language and praise the Lord. Start out with the posture of your heart in worship and
praise and close out your time in the same manner. It keeps things clear, focused and engaged.

B.

Father, we ask that you lead us this week into some of our own private lessons of Praying in the
Spirit. We stir ourselves up in our most holy faith in Jesus name. We look forward to worshipping
and praising You in a manner that is not limited to our earthly understandings!
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