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        God’s Fatherhood Released in the Church and the Home

I. the Father heart of God: A 3-fold application 

A. Premise: The truths of God’s heart as a father have application to every believer. We apply these truths or principles in three ways. First, personally, as God’s children, we apply them by receiving from our heavenly Father. Second, in the home, as parents, we apply them to our children, knowing that many of the principles related to God’s fatherhood are the same for fathers and mothers. Third, in the Church, we apply them by discipling younger believers.

B. Jesus was never a physical father, but is called Everlasting Father because He expresses the heart of the Father. He possessed a father's heart as a young, single man (Isa. 9:6; Mk. 10:13-16).
“Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 15 Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” 16 And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed them.” (Mark 10:13-16)
6His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father… (Isa. 9:6) 

C. We should encourage young people to set their heart to be a spiritual father to younger believers (instead of seeking to find a spiritual father). In the early 1970s when I went through Discipleship Training, (DTS) the leaders immersed us in this by calling all of us to find a few younger believers to start a small discipleship group with. We called it “making disciples”, but in reality we became spiritual fathers to younger people, even as young adults.  
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. (Matt. 28:18-20).
D. The Great Commission is a command to disciple people. Discipleship (or spiritual fathering) is to help people to grow up in Christ so that they can feed themselves in the Word, hear from God for their own life, make godly choices, minister to others, and disciple younger believers. 
“For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom. 8:15-16).

E. The New Testament Church pattern is: be discipled (fathered) so you can in turn disciple (father) others. 

“You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:1-2).
II. spirit of Elijah: Turning the hearts of the fathers to the children 

A. In the end times, the Spirit will restore the heart of the father in the Church. There is a crisis of fatherhood in the home, in society, and in the Church. This is the first generation in which children are influenced more outside their home than inside of it. Spiritual fathers have abdicated their roles to nurture and mentor the younger. The reason is so many where never properly “fathered in the faith” themself. The solution starts with understanding and receiving the father heart of God for our personal lives and then expressing it to others. 

5Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 6And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children… (Mal. 4:5-6) 

B. Prophetic spirit: God is a creative thinker; He “thinks outside the box.” Prophetic dreams allow us to receive a part of His creative plan for this generation. He put you on earth to be part of the miracle of His end-time Church that will touch the nations. Each person’s gifting represents part of God’s plan for them. 
C. Ask the Lord for a dream or vision related to your assignment in God to bring about change in the lives of others and in society. God is raising up a generation who will receive His creative wisdom for their life and ministry. He is raising up spiritual fathers who will create a context where others can function in ministry, even outside organized church structures. Many of  the “new breed” of spiritual leaders will look and act unconventional, but there will be a “fathering anointing” on them to raise up this next generation to serve God’s purposes. 

D. God has a plan for each individual, city, and nation. He gives us new ideas for our schools, the marketplace, media, etc. The devil gives creative ideas for doing evil. About 98% of people are followers of society, not shapers of it. They are “culture zombies”, taking their cues from the media. Media is mostly a dream killer, where we merely participate in someone else’s dream. 

E. Determine that you will seek the revelation of the Father and express it to others. Many are willing to walk in this truth, but sincerely do not know how to relate to God as a Father nor how to relate to others as a father. We must learn this subject and teach it to believers of all ages. 

F. There are several valid expressions of spiritual fatherhood. Some are far more involved than others. For example, a parent will invest more in their own children than in leading a small discipleship group. Do not approach it in an “all or nothing” fashion, but invest in others to the measure that you have grace and time, without despising the smaller expressions. 
III. twelve principles: apply in relationship to God, family, and others 

A. There are many principles of godly fatherhood. They include building relationships, affirming, calling forth, coaching, encouraging, serving, correcting, enduring, celebrating, providing, taking initiative in reconciliation, and standing in difficulty in the battles, pressures, and setbacks.

B. Principle #1 Relationship building: Friendship-based training is not the same as being peers or pals relating around entertainment and events. We invest in others according to their heart cry and passions. God calls us to reach beyond the casual, “what’s up?” relationships.
C. Principle #2 Affirming: Our greatest emotional need is for the assurance of being enjoyed (Seven Longings of The Human Heart). There is power in speaking blessing to others (Pr. 18:21). Knowing God delights in mercy gives us confidence (Mic. 7:18).

D. Principle #3 Calling forth: Envisioning and inspiring others to take action and find their place in God. Try this on someone you have fathering influence over: “God loves you. You are His favorite one. He has a great purpose for your life. His plan is to bless you and cause you to live life to the fullest measure. As you seek His face, He will give you the desires of your heart. As you walk it out day by day, it will become more and more clear to you what your purpose in life is. As you remain faithful in the little things, God will open up more doors for you to walk through. The only mindset that will stop your progress is refusing to believe His good plan for your life.
E. Principle #4 Coaching: Training in how to do it, giving them responsibility, overseeing them. Coaching is simply setting up a regiment (instructions) for others to follow that will help them become strong and succeed. Fathers train others what to it. First they explain what needs to be done. Then they show them how it’s done. Then they release them to do it. Then they inspect what they did and encourage or inspire them to do it better.
F. Principle #5 Encouraging: Speaking words of life and reminding of God’s perspective. A good inspiring word of encouragement is priceless.  
G. Principle #6 Serving: Seeking the greatness of others with a servant spirit. Our goal is to see their greatness in God’s will instead of seeing them only as a resource to help our vision. Imagine serving others in a spirit of humility so they can be great in God’s kingdom (Mark 10:42-45). You need to see that your success is directly tied to how well you serve others so they can be 
H. Principle #7 Correcting: Pointing out blind spots without provoking others to anger (Eph. 6:4). We all have blind spots and it requires great humility and wisdom to help others with them without coming across “better than thou” or arrogant. Those with a Fathering spirit know how to operate with tact so correcting encourages and builds others up. 
I. Principle #8 Enduring: Being patient and gentle with their failures and not giving up on them. It requires much patience to father others. Aren’t you glad others didn’t give up on you when you were childish and immature. God is longsuffering with each of us. He never gives up on us.
J. Principle #9 Celebrating: Supporting others emotionally and enjoying God’s blessing on them celebrating their steps and strides forward, no matter how small. A fathering heart celebrates each movement towards maturity.
K. Principle #10 Providing: Investing our resources (time and money) in others in practical ways. Help them where there are needs. Invest your resources in them to help become stronger and better at what they do and what God has called them to.
L. Principle #11 Taking initiative in reconciliation: Taking the lead, being humble in conflicts. If there is a spirit of offence it is your responsibility to initiate reconciliation even if others are to blame. The fathering spirit is will to take the blame for the sake of reconciling (Matt. 22-24, Rom. 14:19) “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men” (Rom. 12:18).

M. Principle #12 Standing in difficulty: Supporting others in their battles, difficulties, and setbacks. We need one another. A father spirited person stands with others through good times and difficult ones. Don’t abandon those who need you in times of trouble. Be faithful to your friendships and relationships no matter what, and the Spirit of Christ will rest on you.
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