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I.
A SACRED CHARGE TO PRESS INTO GOD!



A.
Tonight we are graduating our interns after completing 12 weeks of being immersed in the radical lifestyle of prayer & fasting, including weekly hours in the prayer room (Approx 240 hours), classes, teaching, evangelism, ministry-time, and being part of our regional IHOP community. 

B.
I want to charge all of you to keep the Sacred Charge of a forerunner by living a lifestyle of pressing into God on a continued basis. Each of you are marked by God. None of you can go back to just living a normative life. I dare to say, you have been eternally marked.

II.
WHAT ARE FORERUNNERS?

A. What is a forerunner? Forerunners announce the uniqueness of the hour prior to the second coming of Christ (great revival and pressures that are directly related to His return). 

B. Secondly, they hear what the Spirit is saying in this hour and they act on it. John The Baptist acted as a forerunner by announcing the first coming of Jesus (Luke 3:3-9, 16-18).

C. End-time forerunners will imitate the message of John The Baptist and the N/T Apostles, who rejected the professional robes of religion for a lifestyle of radical obedience to Jesus and walking in the power of the Spirit. This involves embracing a lifestyle that includes much prayer with fasting as they seek to go deep in the Word, while at the same time winning the lost, healing the sick, making disciples, church planting, and operating in the power of the Spirit to meet the needs of people.

D. Forerunners, like John The Baptist are “burning and shining lamps” (John 5:35). They are friends of the Bridegroom (John 3:29).

E. Being a forerunner is costly. Forerunners sacrifice status, position, a comfortable lifestyle in order to attain the high calling in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:8).

“Yet indeed, I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Phil 3:8). 

1. Peter gave up all to follow Jesus (Matt. 19:27)

2. Paul sacrificed many things (Phil 3:7-8), suffered persecution (2 Cor. 11:23-29), gave his life (2 Tim. 4:7-8).

3. It was costly to the O/T “worthies” (Heb. 11:37-38).

F. Being a forerunner you have to exemplify “spiritual violence” characterized by radical obedience and love for God in order to attain that which God requires (Matt. 11:12). Jesus calls this mindset “violence” because such radical obedience is disruptive to worldly pursuits and mindsets. It violently confronts our sinful desires, pride, and selfishness. 

G.
It violently reorders our priorities, including the way we pursue comfort, honor, and success; the way we spend our time, money, energy. Spiritual violence speaks of holy intensity in pursuing and loving God and people.  

III.
7 COMMITMENTS OF A FORERUNNER
We have identified 7 commitments that forerunners keep to maintain a radical lifestyle in this age. These   are not just for those in full-time ministry. These exhortations are for all whole-hearted believers to pursue and keep. 

A. Pray Daily: Connecting with God while changing the world be releasing His power. Cultivating intimacy with God, interceding for revival, and praying for sick to be healed.

B. Fast Weekly: Positioning ourselves to receive more from God by fasting two days a week (We fast at least one day weekly plus participate in GBF). 

C. Do Justly: Being zealous for good works of compassion and justice that exalt Jesus as we impact the 7 Spheres of influence – The Family, The Church, Government, The Marketplace, Arts & Entertainment, Media, Education). 

D. Give Extravagantly: Experiencing the joy of financial power encounters as we sacrificially give money to the kingdom and support the prayer movement. Jesus wants us to trust His leadership in the area of money.

E. Live Holy: Living fascinated in the pleasure of loving God that overflows to loving people.

F. Lead Diligently: Taking initiative to minister and make disciples by regularly leading in outreaches, prayer meetings, and Bible studies.

G. Speak Boldly: Being a faithful witness of the truth with allegiance to Jesus’ Word.

The forerunner lifestyle is not reserved for the elite; it is available to anyone who is willing to heed the call to decrease so that Jesus might increase in their lives. These seven commitments are not complicated, but they must be faithfully cultivated step by step, day by day, year after year. 

We cannot treat these commitments to a kingdom lifestyle as optional practices to live out only when they are convenient and when nothing else is going on. We are to see them as sacred, or very valuable and important to us, even when other desires and opportunities come our way. People who give themselves faithfully to these commitments and disciplines will certainly bear much fruit in serving Jesus and others.
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