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I.
WHERE ARE WE? LEARNING THE SEASONS, SIGNS, AND CONDITIONS.

A.
Jesus gives us specific signs and conditions to be able to interpret the seasons we are in as believer.
B.
A natural example of this is when a woman is about to give birth there are certain things that happen to her body and other signifiers that the baby is coming! The baby is not in the world yet but is very soon to come.
C.
In the same way we will be able to tell the seasons of the Lord’s return. There will be signs and conditions that we will be able to discern when the “season of his return” is. 

“Jesus… said to them: ‘Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, saying ‘I am the Christ’ and will deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars, and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled… the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these things are the beginning of sorrows (birth pangs NIV).” (Matt 24 4-8) see also (Mk. 13:5-8, Luke 21:9-18)

D.
Jesus spoke of a specific period of time called the birth pangs. 
E.
God promised to give prophetic signs in the generation that the Lord returns as an expression of His mercy, so people can make the necessary preparations for what is coming. Prophetic signs serve the church like a weather station that signals coming trouble so the people can prepare and save lives.
F.
Jesus commanded us to know the generation that the Lord returns: in Matt 24:32-44 and Luke 21:28:28-31. The Church will look up and lift up their heads in ENCOURAGEMENT knowing Jesus is coming soon!

“28 When these things begin to happen, look up and life up your heads, because your redemption draws near. 29 He spoke… a parable: “ Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 When they are already budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. 31 So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the Kingdom of God is near…” (Lk 21: 28-31)

G.
God tells us these things so that we will be Encouraged in the midst of trials. We can rejoice because we know our God is near and our redemption is soon to come! 
H.
Most people are afraid to study the end-time because they do not have a clear picture of what God’s plan is for them during this time. LIFT UP YOUR HEAD. Be encouraged because the Lord draws near.

I.
God’s Nature is to tell and warn his people of trouble beforehand:
J.
It is not consistent with his nature that he would come without warning to surprise the whole earth. 
K. It is my assertion that we are in the Birth pangs. When I say this it is because I believe that we are seeing some of the signs the Bible warned about. Understand that when I say this. I do not pretend to know or assert that the Lord is coming back tomorrow. I merely seek to interpret the SEASON we are in. 

L.
It is in the fear of God that I say these things. I believe my dream was a confirmation from God that I prophesy truthfully. Indeed the time is near and nearer than you think. As to an exact time frame, I do not have that. 

I. WHAT IS COMING?
A. The main message of Rev. 17 is easy to understand. The themes are the seductive power, and cruel persecution along with the inevitable destruction of what is called the Harlot Babylon. The Harlot is the counterfeit of the Bride that the Holy Spirit is raising up. 
B. Revelation 17:1-6 gives us details about the emergence of the Harlot Babylon as a one-world religion, describes her evil seduction and cruel persecutions. She will be a counterfeit justice movement that unifies multitudes from the largest religions on earth. The rest of Revelation 17-18 describes her relationship to the Antichrist and how she is finally destroyed. 

“1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, ‘come I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters”. (Rev. 17:1)
C. Revelation 17:1-19:10 reveals how deeply Babylon’s seduction will infiltrate all levels of society and explains why the bowl judgments are necessary. 
D. False social justice movements are dangerous because they prepare the way for people to receive the antichrist or the Harlot system. They encourage people to get their needs met by man and not God.
E. I hope to inspire you to be alert so that you can recognize the Harlot Babylon system at work before it is a full blown threat. 
II. WHO ARE WE? THE BRIDE OF CHRIST. 

A. This brings us to what we call the Bridal Paradigm. 
B. The Bridal Paradigm is the understanding of the identity of the Church as the Bride of Christ
C. The Bridal paradigm has been strategically reserved by God for the last generation (which is the most emotionally complex) to empower the Church to overcome the coldest, most lawless, fearful, demonic, and sexually perverted generation in history.
D. We must have God’s love for us in our hearts so that we can understand the judgments of God. When you read the unfolding of the events in Revelation you will be able to say with an unwavering heart that the Judgments of God are right and true. 
E. The Bridal Paradigm is the safeguard AGAINST being offended at the Judgments of God. 
F. Having all of the longings of your heart met in God will also shield you from falling into the trappings of the Harlot System. 
G. Jesus was the first to introduce the bridal paradigm to the corporate church in his last sermon before the cross.
“Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son…” (Matt. 22:1-2)
H. The church is referred to as the Bride of Christ many times in the scriptures. “27…to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless… 32This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.” (Eph 2:27-32)
I. The Apostle John points to the universal prominence of the bridal paradigm in the generation the Lord returns (Rev. 22:17)  17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.”

J. This paradigm enables us by the Holy Spirit to experience Christ’s Love for us in such a way that we are wholly devoted to him throughout the coming trials. 
K. The Church will participate in the release of God’s judgments under Jesus’s leadership through the unified global prayers of faith (ps. 149:6-9, Mt. 18:18-19, Jn.14:12, Rev.8:4, 22:17). The End times is the Church’s finest hour. The miracles of Acts and Exodus will be multiplied on a global level (Mic.7:15)  15 “As in the days when you came out of Egypt,  I will show them my wonders.”
III. WHAT SHOULD WE DO? WHAT SHOULD OUR RESPONSE BE?

A. In Luke 21:28-31 Jesus tells us exactly what to do  “…When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”29He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.”

B. Jesus wants us to “lift up our heads” when we begin to see the signs that he is drawing near. 

C. We are to Watch to be alert and to pray. “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.” (Mt. 24”42) 

D. You can see here that our response to the end times should be ones of anticipation and watchfulness. 

E. The watchmen are intercessors “6 I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they will never be silent day or night. You who call on the LORD, give yourselves no rest,” (Isaiah 62:6)

F. Watching encompasses: Intimacy with God, Intercession for the things that are on his heart, and studying his word to prepare for his second coming. 

G. Intimacy with God: James Goll said “Our relationship with God must be our first motivation of prayer… it is vital for us to put first things first, if we are to be true intercessors (watchmen).” 

H. Intercession: Matthew Henry wote, “ When God intends great mercy for his people, the first thing he does is set them a pray’n”

I. Intercession is god’s brilliant strategy for including the saints in ruling with him in power. It draws us into intimacy with God as it protects humility, transforms our heart, and unifies God’s people in community while it trains us to operate in his wisdom.

J. Study: Christ promised great rewards for those who study the book of Revelation 1:3 “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”

K. In order for us to prevail in prayer with Christ in the end times we need to know his strategy. The time is near let us stir ourselves, let us draw near to the heart of God, let us cry out to him day and night in prayer, and let us be ready for his return to redeem us! 
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