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          What is An Awakening From Heaven?

I. Introduction – What is Awakening From Heaven like?



 “O Lord, I have heard Your speech and was afraid; O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of 


the years! In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy” Hab. 3:2 
Awakening (revival) from heaven is the holy manifestation of God’s presence descending on God’s people, His church. 
Awakening restores the activity of the Holy Spirit and His power to the Church, accompanied by an extraordinary burden of prayer, public confession of sin, and exceedingly great joy.

When great revival from heaven occurs, the fire of God’s Spirit descends from heaven and sweeps through a community like a cleansing flame. Robert Coleman describes great revival as, “some measure of heaven coming down to earth. As a result, men and women with lives devastated by sin find in Jesus the grace to repent and the power to change.” 
Revival from heaven is vastly different from inspiring church services, a week of “revival services” or special conferences. Revival from heaven impacts all of society.

Classic revivals from heaven begins when a city, region, or nation experience heavens opening above them as a result of intercession and spiritual preparation. As a result, the Holy Spirit descends from the throne of God in power in response to a humble, waiting, contrite, and praying people.
An awakening will not come to Tallahassee until the aforementioned takes place. Again, Charles Finney, the great revivalist said this: “A revival is no more a miracle than a crop of wheat.” What this means is, there are things you and I can do to prepare this region for a great awakening. 
II.
Defining “Awakening” 
1. Classic revival from heaven is a redemptive phenomenon that has been experienced by people throughout history, mainly from the period of the Reformation of 1500 AD onward. 
2. The dictionary definition of the word “revival” – means, to animate, to renew, to awaken, to invigorate with life, to restore to new life – that which is lethargic or asleep, dying or dead. 
3. Spiritual awakening in society is accompanied by an extraordinary conviction of sin, fear of God and His judgment, revelation of God’s love and mercy, confession and repentance of sin, and people inquiring–-as on the Day of Pentecost-–“what must I do to be saved?”

II. Why is awakening necessary?
1. Awakening (revival) from heaven is necessary because it is God’s way of counteracting the reoccurring problem of spiritual and moral decline in the church. There is a physical law called “The Second Law of thermodynamics” that illustrates the similar spiritual problem reoccurring in the church.
2. “The Second Law of Thermodynamics” is a law (principle) in physics that states that energy and matter in the physical realm naturally tend to run down, not up; Naturally move from order toward chaos, naturally degenerate from harmonious complexity to random disorder.”
3. What this means simply stated is, ever since beginning of creation when sin entered the human race through Adam & Eve’s fall, there is a law at work that causes everything to run down, fall apart, and degrade, decay and yes, die --- apart from the intervention of God.
III. Who is responsible for awakening?
1. Revival from heaven is always attributable to God in origin and initiative. Revival is God’s idea and design; He is the “grand architect”. God is the initiator, we humans are the responders. It’s a divine and human partnership.
2. God plans His own “visits”. His visitations come, however, in response to man’s wholehearted preparation. We know from observations (by students of revival) that God is especially attracted to an environment of humility and brokenness (not pride, ambition and strength), desperate spiritual hunger, repentance and obedience, and urgent united intercessory prayer.


“Now, therefore, says the Lord, turn to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with 



weeping, and with mourning. So rend your heart, and not your garments… Who knows, 


if He will turn and leave a blessing behind Him…” (Joel 2:12-14)
3. Revival usually involves a “suddenly from heaven” visitation. The “sovereign” element of God is always part of the mystery of revival. “Sovereignty” is God’s ability to transcend all human wisdom and strategy, to accomplish what He desires to do.

4. During the “Jesus movement” awakening, God apprehended some of the most unlikely people to surrender their lives to him. These were people who previously had “zero” desire to know God and want to serve Him. 

5. I remember Isa. 9:2 became so real to me during that period of my life, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.” 
IV. Timeless Qualities of Great revivals
1. Revival is Mysterious: It’s like the wind. You can see the effects of it but its difficult to see with the natural eye. It comes likes waves of glory sweeping across the landscape. It is mysterious because God is mysterious. The moment you think you have Him figured out, He does it another way. He does what He wants to do, the way He wants to do it, when He wants to do it. 
2. Revival is Exhilarating and Invigorating: It’s like the mountain top experience Peter, James and John experienced on the mount of transfiguration (let us build three tabernacles here and just stay here.)

3. Revival is Jesus-Centered: Revival restores the centrality of Jesus and our love and devotion to Him. The work of the Holy Spirit is to point us to Jesus and glorify Him. “He will glorify Me…” (John 16:14).

4. Revival Challenges the Status Quo: Real revival always “interrupts” church schedules and routines and exposes “shallow” church programs – It turns man-centered church programs up-side-down. Revival disrupts the churches status quo.

5. Revival Changes The Spiritual Atmosphere: When the heavens are opened and God pours out His spirit, a change in the spiritual atmosphere happens in a community or region. Duncan Campbell spoke of the Hebrides awakening – “The manifest presence of God was everywhere – In homes, the marketplace, churches, places of entertainment, by the roadside”. A deep awareness of God’s presence and holiness.

6. Revival is Controversial: Revival often brings “subnormal” days of unusual happenings that some on the “outside” don’t understand or question. However, revival is a work of God, not of men. Many questioned the looks of the “hippies” finding Christ during the Jesus movement. 

7. Revival is Contagious: Great revivals are fresh fire from heaven. It will sweep across a region and, like a fire, will consume everything in its path. Great revival can sweep across an entire city, and region quickly, and then spread to a larger district, state and nation without warning or preparation. 

8. Revival is Marked by Multitudes Being Saved: During revival, salvation spreads like a spiritual epidemic. During the New York City Fulton Street awakening known as the noon prayer meeting under Jeremiah Lanpier, over a million souls where ushered into the Kingdom through a simple prayer meeting.

9. Revival Produces Enduring Fruit: It’s not just a “flash-in-the-pan” momentary experience. Lives & families are changed. Cities and nations are forever impacted by the presence of a move of God (Example: Colorado Springs, CO).

10. Revival is Precede By Extraordinary Prayer: God always uses intercessory corporate prayers of a humble people as His appointed means for cutting a channel from heaven to earth whereby He pours out His Spirit in revival. J. Edwin Orr says, “prayer does not make revival happen, but it does make it possible”.
11. Revival is Accompanied By Prophetic Preaching: Prophetic preaching is preaching that is empowered by the Holy Spirit, inspired by the Spirit of Truth and revelation, and anointed by the Spirit with unction and urgency. (Example: Acts 2:38)
12. Revival Restores Lost Biblical Truth: Revival is a catalyst to advance the church from its present state to the next level of restoration.
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