International House of Prayer Tallahassee – Friday Night Burn
Bethel – Place of Encounter






1
International House of Prayer Tallahassee – Friday Night Burn
Bethel – Place of Encounter 








Page 4

Bethel – The Place of Encounter (Gen. 35:1-3)
“Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there; and make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled from the face of Esau your brother.”
2 And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods that are among you, purify yourselves, and change your garments. 3 Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and I will make an altar there to God…”
I. Jacob – Man of Many life Experiences & encounters

A. He stole the birthright from his brother, Esau (Gen. 27) an act that earned him what his name meant: “Cheater”. Jacob stole the birthright from his brother and as a result, his blessing.

B. Jacob had angelic encounter with God (Gen. 28:10-19). He had a dream that a ladder extended from earth to heaven, and that angels were ascending and descending where he was. 

“Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 So he came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: “I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. 14 Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” 
16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” 
18 Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. 19 And he called the name of that place Bethel…”

C. Jacob named the place “Bethel”, meaning House of God. He woke up and said, “surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it. How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven! (Gen. 28:16-17).

D. Jacob wrestled with God during one encounter (Gen. 32:24-30)

24 “Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the breaking of day. 25 Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. 26 And He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” But he said, “I will not let You go unless You bless me!” 27 So He said to him, “What is your name?” He said, “Jacob.” 28 And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I pray.” And He said, “Why is it that you ask about My name?” And He blessed him there. 30 So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: “For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.”
E. God was taking Jacob on a journey through life, much like He does each of us. He was constantly dealing with him, drawing him, wooing him into encounter. At each encounter, God required a response from Jacob. God was there, watching, listening, drawing him each step of the way, unto whole-hearted obedience and surrender.

F. In Gen. 31:13, God reveals Himself to Jacob, and says:

“I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar, where you made a vow to me”

Jacob’s life, much like ours, was a life of encounter and re-commitments. He found that God was constantly involved in his life to get him somewhere. 

G. God never changes His strategy. He said to Abraham, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be perfect.” (Gen 17:1).

H. The Apostle Paul said, “It’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Heb. 10:31)
II. God is looking to encounter you in 2012

A.
God is looking to encounter you in 2012. He looks and searches for hearts that are perfect towards Him:

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chr. 16:9)

B.
What are the things God spoke to you at the beginning of your journey with Him, when He first encountered your heart? Do you remember? What did you say to Him? What were the vows you made in your heart to God? 


“Then God said to Jacob; Arise go up to Bethel and live there, and make an altar there to God” (Gen. 35:1)

C.
“Jacob said to his household”: (2012 Action Points)

1.
“Put away the foreign gods that are among you” (v. 2). Get rid of things that are important to you than God. They are called foreign because these things are foreign to God (It’s not how He lives). Anything or anyone you “worship” more than God (other people, things, money, yourself).

2.
“Purify yourselves” (v. 2). Clean up your life. Decide you are done with things that pollute your walk with Jesus. There are things that may not be bad in themselves, but they keep you from the best of God’s life in you (lust of the flesh, pride/ego, an independent spirit etc.). These things are called “weights” in scripture. 


“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Heb. 12:1-2)
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” (2 Cor. 7:1)

3.
“Make an altar to God” (v.3). What are altars? The place of encounter with God. The place of sacrifice. The place where vows and commitments are made to Jesus. Altars involved your personal, intimate time with Jesus. It involves the stewardship of your life (time, money, talents, ambitions). It involves your service unto God (the offering up of your life unto Jesus).
D.
Every saint throughout history has been confronted with this reality:

1.
What does it cost me if I really want to encounter God? How would the apostle Paul answer? What about the Moravians? What about Jim Elliott, missionary of the Waodani people of Equador, who died at age 28 as a martyr. What about you and I?

2.
As leaders of this community, we say: We are going to Bethel to renew our devotion and consecration to Jesus in 2012, and we ask everyone to go with us.



JOY DAWSON – YWAM LEADER PRAYER:

“God, you created us and You long for us to be fulfilled through intimate fellowship with you. You said, “You shall be holy, for I am holy” (Lev. 19:).

God, we chose to be still this moment and know that You are God… You are King! Supreme in Your authority… You are ruling monarch of the universe – Timeless in Your existence, magnificent in Your creativity – with totality of ownership over all…

We stand in awe of You, as we contemplate Your awesome holiness, majestic splendor, blazing glory, limitless power, and unquestionable sovereignty.

We worship You for Your flawless character, Your infinite knowledge and wisdom, Your absolute justice, unswerving faithfulness, unending mercy, matchless grace, and terrible wrath against sin.

We bow our hearts and bend our knee before you as we acknowledge Your dazzling beauty, Your fascinating personality, Your incomprehensible humility, Your unsearchable understanding, and your unfathomable love.

We acknowledge that our greatest need is to have a far greater revelation of what you are really like, “Teach us Your ways that we may know You and find favor in Your sight.”

Thank you that You will answer these requests, in Jesus Name! Amen.
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