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Who Is Jesus?



The Question of The Ages: “Who Do men say that I am?”

I. the significance of this QUESTION
A. “When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, ‘who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?’ Simon Peter answered and said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, Some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’”

B. I’m struck by how important God considers this question to be, yet how many who profess to know Jesus Christ do not know how to answer it. As forerunners, we are challenged to stand in the place of prayer, and then to contend for Truth to be proclaimed to all as to the uniqueness of the message of the Gospel.
II. The COMING OF ONE-WORLD RELIGION AND THE ANTICHRIST 

A. There are two stages in Satan’s End-Time plan to be worshipped by all nations and to rule them according to Rev. 14:4,8. 4 They worshiped the Dragon (Satan)…and the Beast, saying, "Who is like the Beast? Who is able to make war with him?"…8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him... (Rev. 13:4-8) 

B. Satan’s end-time strategy will include setting himself up to be worshipped as god. But he knows that it is too big of a step for a compromising Christian, Muslim or Hindu, etc. to suddenly become a devoted Satan worshipper. Therefore, he will first call all to join a one-world religion of tolerance that will declare that all paths lead to God and salvation. As multitudes are seduced into joining this Harlot Babylon religion it will weaken their conscience concerning their religious heritage. Next, Satan will demand that they all become Satan worshippers. 
C. The emergence of this false worship movement will lead to a falling away in the Church. The two signs that Paul gave to indicate the time of Jesus’ Coming are a falling away from the faith combined with the revealing of the Antichrist on the world stage to establish peace (1 Thes. 5:3). 
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day (Jesus’ Second Coming) will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin (Antichrist) is revealed… (2 Thes. 2:3) 

D. The nations will rejoice in the unity it brings and that it will help to establish world peace.

3 When they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them. (1 Thes. 5:3) 

E. People will defile their consciences and break relationships related to their religious heritage by renouncing their former beliefs in absolutes and the people who hold to those absolutes. Once people leave their religious ideals, whether Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, etc., there will be no absolute truth to keep them from worshipping Satan as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). 

F. The Harlot religion will prepare the nations to receive the Antichrist. It will be a religion of affirmation and toleration without absolutes. It will be a counterfeit justice movement that will feed the poor and be deeply involved in humanitarian projects. He will inspire acts of compassion but for all the wrong reasons. The goal will be the dignity and happiness of man. Humanism is man seeking to make God in man’s image. 

G. The voluntary Harlot Babylon religion will be replaced by a mandatory Antichrist religion. 
First, people will voluntarily join the Harlot Babylon one-world religion of tolerance (Rev. 17). Second, all will be forced to be Satan worshippers in the Antichrist religion (Rev. 13:4, 8, 15). 

H. Many believers will fall away in the seductions and deceptions of the Harlot’s religion. There will be a falling away from the faith at the end of the age (Mt. 24:9-13; 2 Thes. 2:3; 1 Tim. 4:1-2; 2 Tim. 3:1-7; 4:3-5; 2 Pet. 2:1-3). A doctrine of a demon is a teaching inspired by demons.

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry… (1 Tim. 4:1-3) 
I. Sound doctrine teaches obedience to Jesus and His plans. It requires endurance. To turn the ear away means that the people will no longer hear what God intended in various Bible passages. They will heap up teachers or zealously follow many teachers who support their desires. 
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables… (2 Tim. 4:3-4) 

J. Love of the truth is more than adherence to it. This love takes a firm stand for truth regardless of the cost. Loving truth requires that we commit to accept any new ideas as long as they are substantiated in the Scripture regardless of how different they are from our religious background. 
9 The coming of the lawless one (Antichrist) is…with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and unrighteous deception…because they did not receive the love of the truth (2 Thes. 2:9-10) 

III. WHO IS JESUS?
A. He is the “unique” Son of God by name AND TITLE. Many world religions respect Jesus, consider him a great “prophet” or teacher, but they refuse to acknowledge Him as “Christ”. Christ means anointed of God. The Apostle Peter attested to His unique standing when he declared, 

“Let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole”… “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:10-12).

B. TITLES OF DIETY ARE ASCRIBED TO HIM BY THE O/T PROPHETS

“For unto us a Child is born, 
      Unto us a Son is given; 
      And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
      And His name will be called 
      Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
      Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
       7 Of the increase of His government and peace 
      There will beno end, 
      Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
      To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 
      From that time forward, even forever. 
      The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Isa 9:6-7)

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
      Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, 
      Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 
      The One to be Ruler in Israel, 
      Whose goings forth are from of old, 
      From everlasting.” (Mic. 5:2).


Jesus is Mighty God incarnate, the omnipotent One. Incarnate means He is God who took upon Himself human flesh and walked this earth and gave His life to become the atoning sacrifice for all of mankind in order to bring us to God. This is extremely important because all world religions refuse to acknowledge Jesus as God.  

C.  HE IS THE FIRSTBORN OVER ALL CREATION (COL. 1:15-18)
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.”

D. HE IS DECLARED TO BE GOD THROUGH THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD.

When Jesus Christ rose from the dead, He declared Himself to be God by virtue of the resurrection. No one else has ever to be God, and then proved it by rising from the dead.

 “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 

      God was manifested in the flesh, 
      Justified in the Spirit, 
      Seen by angels, 
      Preached among the Gentiles, 
      Believed on in the world, 
      Received up in glory.” (1 Tim. 3:15).

IV. OUR RESPONSE TO “WHO JESUS IS” AS FORERUNNERS
A. Be a bold witness for Jesus regardless of the place or circumstance. Don’t let people intimidate you to “stuff” what you believe about Jesus and God as Savior and Lord. Too many have compromised their convictions by attempting to be “kind” and to not offend anyone. Be bold and direct with grace and love. 

B. The term “Coexist” does not exist the in the Forerunner vocabulary. The ideology behind this word is meant to force Christians to abandon what they know to be true of God, and to accept a lesser view of God than what the Scriptures declare. Hold to the firm convictions of Credal Christian faith. 

C. Love people regardless of what the believe, but hold to your convictions. We are called upon to love people regardless of how they respond to us or treat us. As a Forerunner, expect to be persecuted for your faith in Jesus and your “rigidness”. 

D. Pray For light and Truth About Who Jesus Is To Be Released
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