IHOP Tallahassee Missions Base – Friday Night Burn

The Prophetic Mandate of The House of Prayer
__________________________________________________________________________________________

It is important that we know the vision and values of who we are as a house of prayer so each of us can know what our part is to play in it. We are constantly praying and refining who we are and what we are called to do, to make sure we are fulfilling God’s plan and design for this house of prayer in this Capital region. Below are some of our main Vision/Values. This list is by no means exhaustive. 
I. Intimacy with Jesus - Our first and foremost priority is to pursue the true knowledge of God with all our hearts – to sit at His feet and know the movements of His heart towards us - His bride. This is the "one thing" (Ps. 27:4) that occupies our hearts and focus above everything else. 

“One thing have I desired of the Lord, That will I seek. That I may dwell in the house of the Lord allthe days of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord, And to inquire in His temple.”
II. day AND NIGHT worship and prayer - This is the center of our calling and mandate and will lead to the transformation of our city and the nations as we "cry out day and night"(Luke 18:6). It is the relentless commitment to build a habitation of God and to “stand our watch” that invites the presence of God and releases regional awakening.

     
“ I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; 
      
They shall never hold their peace day or night. 
      
You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent, 
      
And give Him no rest till He establishes 
      
And till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” (Isa. 62:6-7)

 
“I will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart, And watch to see what He

           will say to me…” Hab. 2:1

III.   Justice/Compassion - We will not forget the poor, the oppressed, or the unborn. We will pray for justice to be released and we will be involved in acts of compassion that includes bringing relief to the poor, needy and helpless. 

“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?” (1 John 3:16-17)

IV. Supernatural ministry - We are committed to and will aggressively pursue the fullness of the power and presence of the Holy Spirit being demonstrated through all the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In this way, we will see the Kingdom of God come "on earth as it is in heaven." We are positioning ourselves for a Joel 2 awakening in THIS GENERATION.

“And it shall come to pass afterward 
      
That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; 
      
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
      
Your old men shall dream dreams, 
      
Your young men shall see visions. 
       
And also on My menservants and on My maidservants 
      
I will pour out My Spirit in those days.” (Joel 2:28-29)

V. GOVERMENTAL INTERCESSION –  We have a mandate to function as a governmental house of prayer. Located in the Capital of Florida, our place is to stand on the wall of intercession on behalf of our State and nation, and to actively engage in intercession over people and issues that are of vital importance to the heart of God (like Daniel the prophet). The praying Church is the hinge of history that shifts nations.

“So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.” (Ezk. 22:30)

VI. MissionS - We take the great commission seriously and actively seek to build relationships with those that do not yet know Jesus and engage every sphere of culture with the gospel, including the nations. Prayer fuels missions. It is said the modern day missions movement was birthed by the Moravians who started the 100-year prayer meeting by establishing The Watch of The Lord. 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” (Rom. 1:16)

VII. Centrality of the Scriptures - We are committed to the centrality of the Word of God in all that we do and look to the Bible as the primary guide and source of truth and life as well as the primary source of our prayers and intercessions. We value Biblical training. One of our mandates is to teach and train our interns and staff about who God is and what His heart and purpose is for the hour in which we live.  

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,  that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2Tim. 3:16-17)

VIII. Fasted Lifestyle - We believe that fasting and prayer is the normal lifestyle of every believer for the primary purpose of knowing Jesus and the secondary purpose of shaping history through intercession. We believe that radical generosity and giving are also a fundamental part of the fasted lifestyle as we renounce greed and worldly drunkenness.

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. 35 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34-36).
“And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast. 20 But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.” (Mark 2:19-20)

“And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” So He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting.” (Mark 9:28-29).

IX. Covenant relationships - We value friendships with like-minded people and treat them as long-term relationships. God’s family relationships are more important than the mission or the program. King David is our scriptural model for how we treat people with love, honor and respect.  

“Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” (2 Sa. (9:1)

X. Community - The Kingdom of God is a family not primarily an organization. Our future vision is to build a house of prayer complex, complete with prayer room, class rooms, dorms and dinning facilities for interns and staff.

XI. Urgency - We believe that this is an hour of crisis, that the Day of the Lord is approaching, and that understanding, repentance, and prayer is needed as a response. We are urged to not grow faint or fall asleep, but to keep our lamps filled with oil and burning brightly. 

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.” (Matt. 25:1)

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. (Matt. 25:13)
XII. Israel - We are committed to and contending for the fullness of God's purposes for Israel. The Bible is very clear that a great awakening is coming to Israel, “And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written” The deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; For this is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.” (Rom 11:26-27). 
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