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Worldwide Exaltation of Jesus 
I. introduction 

The Goal of this session is to help bring understanding of the biblical validity of night and day prayer, to better understand its significance in the bigger picture that God is orchestrating on the earth, and to bring to the forefront the fact that it is all unto One Man receiving global worship. 

What God is stirring on the earth today is unprecedented as we see God’s people throughout the earth gathering with a desire to establish night and day prayer. From the big cities to the small towns, we see prayer rooms and houses of prayer popping up without any sort of coordinated effort, franchise, or organization. 
It’s important that we understand that this has never happened before. History does provide some examples of night and day prayer, but nothing even remotely comparable to the scale of the present movement. 

Historical Precedent 
Alexander & Akimites & the Acoemetae - 400 A.D. – Constantinople and the Byzantine Empire. Inspired by 1 Thessalonians “Pray without ceasing”. They did it 24 hours a day. As far as we know in a corporate sense this was the first time.  
Agaunum (modern-day Switzerland) - 522-900 A.D. They did it for nearly 400 years. There were choirs that relieved one another in succession so that 24 hours a day there were choirs of monks singing to the Lord without a break or a pause. 

Bangor, Ireland - 558-824 A.D. Dramatic tail begins with St. Patrick. They record seeing the whole valley filled with light –saw angels on either side of the valley. Choirs of heaven were singing to one another responsively. Thousands of men singing antiphonally night and day. 

Cluny, France - 910 – 1089 A.D. monastic order at a monastery 

Moravians - August 27th 1727 for one-hundred years. This group of displaced Moravians under the care of count Zinzendorf. At the time it started there were 24 men and 24 women. It grew to hundreds, they committed to night and day intercession. They didn't have choirs but took hourly watches.  

Biblical example - The Tabernacle of David (1 Chron. 23-25)

Getting the correct perspective
Many times people ask the question “Where is night and day prayer in the bible?” This question is asked primarily because we are starting with the assumption that the local church model we see practiced in the West is ‘normal’ and therefore serves as the plumb line for evaluating this current phenomenon of ceaseless worship. 

It is typical in the western local church to have a Sunday morning and a Wednesday night service and then maybe a weekly prayer meeting. This is what ‘normal church’ looks like. Then you have this seemingly crazy radical profound expression where people are gathering day and night without ceasing! They’re singing and praying yet no offerings are being taken and there are no fellowship times afterwards with coffee and cookies. 

Without intending to bring criticism, it is important to clarify that just because something has been practiced for hundreds of years does not make it necessarily biblically authoritative.

As we peer into the New Testament is it almost impossible to see any description of the early church model that resembles the system that ushers people into church buildings of all sizes on Sunday mornings for a relatively short time of singing and then hearing ‘something’ from a person called a ‘pastor.’ Though there are elements of community, preaching, and worship, the western model of church is not found in the New Testament. 

This doesn’t necessarily mean that the expression that is so common in our day is negative, but we do need to be jarred from the illusion that the western local church serves as the reference point for evaluating night and day worship and prayer. If someone asks the question “Where is night and day prayer in the Bible?” we should know the biblical answer (which this session will help give). But the bigger question that we should ask is; “Where is the biblical foundation of the protestant model of ‘church’ found in the Bible?” 

If the Western Church isn’t our starting point, what then is the model we are to look at and glean from? Most of us can guess the answer: heaven. We know that God desires that which is in heaven to be seen upon the earth (Mt. 6:10) so our question must then be; ‘what is going on in heaven?’ In Revelation 4 we are given a glimpse of what is perpetually surrounding His throne – day and night worship. 

8 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!" (Rev. 4:8)
What’s happening on the earth today with the worship and prayer movement should be encouraging to us but should also cause us to ask why is the spirit stirring us to worship and pray like never before? Answering this question is essential whether you’re presently in the context of night and day prayer, are laboring to establish a house of prayer, or whether you just desire to see the fragrance of Jesus fill the earth. 

We cannot be connected to why the worship and prayer movement unless we connect to and see the bigger picture of what’s going on. Started in the very beginning of time in the Garden of Eden and continuing on throughout the thousands of years of human history God has been setting up a drama unlike any other which will culminate in a way we cannot even imagine. 

II. the beginning of the story: Eden 
History began with heaven and earth being united together and God Himself walking upon the earth in unrestrained glory (Gen. 3:8). When man fell into sin a great separation came between God and man and they were no longer able to experience the glories of heaven.  25:34

As sons of Adam all men have inherited original sin and enter the world naturally loving darkness (Jn. 3:29). In our day we are witnessing an increase of sin and lawlessness unlike any other time in history. As we watch the tide of human history progress we can clearly see that things are not naturally getting better, but rather worse. 

III. the end of the story: Jesus will rule from sea to sea 
9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth - in Him (Eph. 1:9-10).

Where the story ends and what scripture promises is that there is a day coming when Jesus will return to establish His kingdom on the earth and rule in righteousness and sin will be no more. Every single person on the earth will exalt the Lord at the end of the day (Ps. 83:18, 148:13; Isa. 45:23; Zech. 9:10; Phil. 2:10; Rom. 14:11; Rev. 15:4). 
However all across the earth today we see something gravely different than this promise being fulfilled as lawlessness and defiant rebellion against God is the dominant attitude in the hearts of men. Although right now it is largely unchecked in a manifest way by God, the pride and self-exaltation of men will not continue forever. God has promised a day of reckoning when His glory and His name will be esteemed by everyone. 
IV. the coming world wide shaking (Great tribulation Matthew 24) 
History as we know it right now has a determined, purposeful end because God has ordained a day when He alone will be exalted. Every person, institution, government, ideology, false religion, and idol will bow low before Him so that He alone may be exalted. This should cause us to tremble because this will not happen naturally and it necessitates a turning over and a toppling of everything that is taking a higher place than Him in our lives. 

11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.  12 For the day of the LORD of hosts shall come upon everything proud and lofty, upon everything lifted up—and it shall be brought low… (Isa. 2:11-12)
The Lord shaking the earth in the realm of economics 
The global financial shaking was sparked by the bursting of the U.S. housing market bubble. This huge bubble of credit was created because there was such confidence that Americans would buy more houses and remodel their homes. The bursting of this one bubble brought a widespread domino effect on major financial fundamentals in the nation. Conclusion: the current economic crisis is primarily a ‘housing issue.’ 

It’s a ‘housing issue’ much like the one that Israel experienced in the time of the Prophet Haggai. God came to his people and said that the reason they were experiencing economic crisis was because they were spending their primary energy on building their own houses (pursuing comfort) instead of building the house of the Lord (pursuing His presence). 
3 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 "Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while the temple lies in ruins?..." 6 "You have sown much, and bring in little; you eat, but do not have enough; you drink, but you are not filled with drink; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and he who earns wages puts them into a bag with holes." (Hag. 1:3-4, 6)
The current financial crisis is a God ordained shaking that is putting many people in the state of re-evaluation of the fundamental assumptions they’ve always had in their life about how things will always be and where they find their security. God is jealous and is unapologetically calling us to build His house and to find our sole security in Him. 

There is much more shaking that will come, but God has promised a release of 1) supernatural finance, 2) glory, and 3) peace in the midst of the shaking – for all those who have given themselves to building His house – those who are jealous for His glory. 

6 "For thus says the LORD of hosts: 'Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 'and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,' says the LORD of hosts. 8 'The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,' says the LORD of hosts. 9 'The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,' says the LORD of hosts. 'And in this place I will give peace,' says the LORD of hosts." (Hag. 2:6-9)
V. why this great shaking? 

God’s judgment of the human race is not random and He has a specific purpose in His heart. Though He has everything there is something that He’s longing for, and that is the voluntary love of human beings (Jn. 4:23).

As God has set up this drama of human history which will end in a tearing down of everything that does not agree with Him it’s key to understand that the severe shaking that is coming is yes, motivated for His glory, but it is also deeply rooted in His great mercy towards men because He knows that as we give our love and allegiance to anyone or anything else besides Him, it leads to death. He loves the nations too much to allow them to continue in their idolatry and deception.

VI. how the lord will be exalted 

We’ve established the premise that God alone is going to be exalted at the end of the day and now we’ll look at how this will come to pass. How is the entire earth going to proclaim that He alone is God and worthy of all praise and adoration? In order to see how the Lord is going to bring this to pass we have to establish one of the pillars of the Old Testament people of God found in Isaiah 45. 
In Isaiah 45 the Lord emphatically declared over and over again that He alone is God and that there is a day coming when the whole earth will acknowledge Him as God and confess with their mouths and bow their knees to Him. 

5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; there is no God besides Me… 6 That they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting that there is none besides Me.  I am the LORD, and there is no other… 18 For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens, who is God, who formed the earth and made it, who has established it, who did not create it in vain, who formed it to be inhabited:  “ I am the LORD, and there is no other… and there is no other God besides Me, a just God and a Savior; there is none besides Me.  22 “Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth!  For I am God, and there is no other. 23 I have sworn by Myself; the word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath. (Isaiah 45:5-6, 18, 21-23)

This isn’t hard to believe and most Christians would say that God is worthy of this adoration. What makes this a staggering truth to behold is that Paul the Apostle quotes this passage and tells us that this is actually referring to the exaltation of a Man with real flesh and bone who will be exalted as the One and only God. Thus the way the world will recognize the identity of the one true living God, and the way Isaiah 45 is going to be fulfilled is through the world wide exaltation of One Man, Jesus Christ. 
10 …that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Greek “Kurios”) to the glory of the Father… (Phil. 2:10-11)

It’s key to see that the name above every other name here is not the name Jesus, but rather “Lord”. There were thousands of Jews at the time of Jesus who had the name Yeshua (Joshua or Jesus). The word “Lord” (in Philippians 2) is from the Greek word “kurios” which is the reverential substitute for the divine name of Yahweh. Therefore it is clear from Paul’s quoting of Isaiah 45 that this man Jesus is fully God. He is the “Lord” – Yahweh in the flesh.
It is important to recognize that the ultimate, crowning moment of Christ’s exaltation has not yet fully happened. The fulfillment of the exaltation of Jesus will not happen until every knee is bowing before Him and every tongue confesses that He is Yahweh. The true identity of Jesus will be vindicated and the Father will make sure that by the end the story every demon in hell and every single human being will exalt His Son. 

There is one thing upon the heart and mind of the second and third person of the trinity, and that is to see the world wide glorification and exaltation of the second person of the trinity, who is a man.  

17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence (Col. 1:17-18).
This is a radical statement that the Father has spoken concerning His Son; that in every single government, school, institution, church, etc – that in every single ministry of healing, deliverance, children's ministries, etc – Jesus Christ will be seen as supreme.
VII. outrageous silence 

Jesus who is now largely forgotten about in the Church in the West will be revealed in all of His glory and universally revered by all as God Himself. Right now Jesus’ name is used everywhere in the church but when you actually look at what is being talked about it is a rare thing to hear a message that is completely devoted to Jesus – the cross, resurrection, His humanity, and His glory. 

The extent to which we are abandoned to the preeminence of Christ in all things is the extent to which we are in agreement with the heart of God, because seeing Jesus as preeminent in all things is what burns in the heart of the Father and the Spirit. If the banner over our churches, home groups, etc. is not the preeminence of Christ in all things – then the Lord, in His jealousy for the glory and exaltation of His Son, will begin to move us aside because His son will be the only one receiving the glory in the end. This is a friend of the bridegroom. 

29 "He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom… (Jn. 3:29).

VIII. great is this mystery that god became a man 

We have seen clearly beginning in the Garden of Eden and continuing all throughout history that God longs for the voluntary love and worship of every single human being that He created. His love would lead Him to the culminating demonstration of His desire when He would put off His heavenly garments and take on the flesh of a man. In this act He was proclaiming, “I long for the unhindered complete and total adoration of every man and I will do whatever it takes to receive it.” There was not a clearer shouting voice that could have been uttered than what Yahweh has done in becoming flesh and laying down His life for love.

Jesus descended from the heavenly courts where He was enthroned and perpetually adored - to the confines of a small human frame completely unnoticed by His creation. For the first time since the creation of the world, the second person of the Trinity was not surrounded by worship and adoration.
Instead of the myriads of eyes of the four living creatures and the constant praise chorus of the heavenly host, He was looked upon by two overwhelmed Jewish parents as He lay in a dirty manger. As a boy in Nazareth, He walked unnoticed through the streets. As He grew up, He bore the stigma of a child born out of wedlock, bearing the accusations from the very mouths that He formed and created. His chosen fate would be to die alone and be rejected by those He came to redeem. He would die a death of a criminal, His bloody frame mocked by all humanity. 

But the story did not end there and the immense humility demonstrated by Jesus was answered by His exaltation to the highest place through His resurrection and ascension. The staggering truth is that He now dwells once more in His former glory as a man. 
5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. (Jn. 17:5)

IX. bringing it all together: why the worship and prayer movement
With this epic story that we’re a part of now in view, we can look to the increase of night and day prayer across the nations and have more clarity concerning its meaning and timing. As the return of Jesus draws near, we can now say with confidence that its larger purpose is unto Jesus being adored on the earth as He is in heaven – unceasingly and universally by everyone. The primary reason for the worship and prayer movement is that God has promised a day when His son will be fully vindicated and that He would receive the praise and adoration of all men. 

11 For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; in every place incense shall be offered to My name… for My name shall be great among the nations," Says the LORD of hosts (Mal. 1:11).

The goal of night and day prayer or extended prayer or worship meetings is not to organize people to do an activity without stopping, nor should its goal be primarily because there is so much need that we must petition Him unceasingly in hopes of revival. The hope of revival and transformation is good and we should desire it – but that hope will never sustain our hearts in prayer long term. When the breakthrough is delayed and it doesn't come in the way we think it should have, our hearts will grow sick and prayer will eventually fizzle out leaving us with a cynicism about prayer. 
12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick… (Prov. 13:12).

Before there were lost souls that needed to be saved and prior to any humanitarian need, the confession of those who beheld Him was that His beauty warranted their undivided attention and incessant adoration. Today as we give ourselves to prayer, this confession must be our primary reason and ultimate motivation. 

4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, that will I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD… (Ps. 27:4)
In the age to come, when the long-awaited reign of righteousness has finally dawned upon the earth and even into the new heavens & new earth, He will still be worthy of, and will still receive our unrelenting worship. 
Though now our worship is rightly mixed with intercessory cries for God’s intervention in the affairs of a fallen people that have strayed from Him, at the center of the prayer movement He is raising up - there Jesus stands, a breathtaking Beauty that knows no rivals. 

2 You are fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured upon Your lips; therefore God has blessed You forever (Ps. 45:2).
As the Holy Spirit increasingly brings the glory of Jesus to the forefront of the Church, there will be no need to convince anyone of the legitimacy or necessity of night and day worship and prayer because love will compel them to stand before Him in adoration and spend their strength at His feet. 
X. final conclusion 

The acceleration of the worship movement in the earth is the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s restoration of the first commandment to first place, because when love abounds praise abounds.  

36 "Which is the great commandment?" 37 Jesus said, "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” (Mt. 22:36-37)
If you desire to establish night and day prayer or increase a culture of prayer where you are - the way to do that is not so much to preach on night and day worship and prayer but rather it is to preach on the glory and the beauty of Jesus. As that begins to strike the hearts of people they’ll be knocking down the door of the prayer room because they’ll say, “He’s worthy to be worshipped without stopping.” When the beauty of Jesus is proclaimed in truth you won’t have to convince anyone that they should worship and pray. 
So it is at the dawn of a new era that we stand, the Holy Spirit is putting Jesus on display, from the revelation of the Yahweh who was born helpless in a stable, to the meditations and ponderings upon Yahweh as a 9 year old boy playing in the streets of Nazareth, to the revelation of Yahweh crucified, murdered upon a cross beam, leading us to the ultimate revealing of our bridegroom, the day when Yahweh splits the sky and returns to the earth. 
It is then and only then that the full revelation of ceaseless abandoned worship be truly be revealed, as we fix our eyes upon our beloved. Until that day we gaze, though dimly in a mirror still we gaze. And it is with our hearts full of faith that we come every day and it is for this reason that we pray, that the Father of our Lord Jesus would give to us by the Holy Spirit wisdom and revelation into the knowledge of Jesus. 
17 …that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him (Eph. 1:17)
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