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I.
What Is The Cause of Crisis
A.
Extreme Results are Preceded by Extreme Prayer 
There has not been a period in history that extreme prayer has not been in the forefront of the purposes of God. In fact, in every past historic revival the Lord has always empowered people to intercede in desperation for God to visit them, change them, deliver them and set free those in captivity.  Desperate times take desperate measures.  The question becomes: “How desperate are we?” 
B.
The Shaking and the Glory Come Together 
Haggai 2:6-9 - This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the Lord Almighty. ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the Lord Almighty. 
C.
Four Contributing Factors to Crisis Events in the Earth  
There are four key factors in crisis events that come to the earth. They are God’s zeal to release judgment that removes what hinders love, Satan’s rage, man’s sin, and creation’s groan. These factors work together under God’s sovereignty and wisdom.  
1.
God’s zeal and passion (energy) is to remove all that hinders love to bring forth a ready Bride. God’s role in causing a crisis is often ignored.  He is actively involved in the crisis events that affect the nations. 
2.
Satan’s rage as permitted by God. When the events of the End-Times culminate, his boundaries will be enlarged (Rev. 12:12).  
3.
Man’s sin can bring death and destruction to others. Our free will gives us the ability to make real choices that affect real life. We can use this for good or for evil. If we choose evil, we have the power to express evil towards others. Man’s free will provides the legal entry point for both angels and demons to be much more active in the natural realm. 
4.
Creation groans and travails as seen in earthquakes, violent weather patterns, etc. (Rom. 8:22-23). There is a mysterious yet glorious connection between the action of the human race and the condition of the natural creation (land, vegetation, weather patterns, etc.). When Adam sinned, a curse came upon the land (Gen. 3). That curse has been escalating as man’s sin escalates. The earth’s convulsions will increase as sin is ripening in the earth (Isa. 24:5-6, 20).  
D.
Storm Warnings Are Being Released! 
Times of shaking are upon us and will come more severe as the End Times unfold. In His mercy, the Lord always first releases “warnings” giving man an opportunity to respond. God’s plumb line is being dropped in our midst. His Word and His character are His measuring line which is being dropped in the midst of the church and the nations, resulting in chiropractic adjustments to achieve His purposes. As this occurs we are seeing storms occur. As it is in the natural, it is in the spiritual.  At the same time, there is a greater release of evil taking place. Satan is raging against God, the Church, and the righteous remnant of God’s people.
1.  Storms of God’s Judgment - Our response: A Cry for mercy requiring brokenness and tenaciousness. 
2.  Storms of dark demonic attack - Our response: An authoritative place of intercession, requiring faith, endurance, boldness, believing in the promises and no common ground with the enemy. 
3.  Storms of Consequences of Sin - Our response: Repentance   requiring humility, and lack of defensiveness. Each storm requires a different biblical response, but in one way each storm requires the same response - Desperation. Ultimately every storm can be used redemptively to forge character in us for the purposes of God. We must remember at all times, that all things will work together for good for those who love God and are called to His purposes. 
II.
How to Respond In Times of National Crisis  
A.
God governs (releases power to) the universe in partnership with His people through intercession. The majesty and mystery of intercession is seen first foremost in Jesus’ relationship with the Father. He (Jesus) always lives to make intercession for them. (Heb. 7:25)  (The Father said to Jesus)…Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession. (Ps. 2:8).
B.
God has already determined the primary events in His eternal plan 
(Second Coming of Jesus, Jesus reigning over the whole earth as King, Satan being cast into the Lake of Fire, The establishing of the New Heavens and Earth, etc.). He will surely accomplish such things regardless of what people or demons do.  However, He has chosen to give His people a dynamic role in determining some of the measure of the “quality of life” that we experience in the natural and in the Spirit (in time and eternity). We make significant contributions in the quality of life. We determine this based on our response to the grace of God in our partnership with Him (particularly in prayer and meekness).  
C.
The Place of Prayer is The Governmental Center of The Universe. It is the way in which God chooses to release His power. Prayer is transcendent in that it is not limited by time and distance. Paul could change the Church in Ephesus by his prayers while he was far away in a prison in Rome.  

D.
God opens doors of blessing and closes doors of oppression in response 
to our prayers. There are blessings that God has chosen to give, but only if His people rise up in the intimate partnership of prayer to ask for them.  Jesus continues to run the world this way even after His return.  (Read Destined For The Throne – by Paul Billheimer for more insight into this).
· “You do not have because you do not ask.” (Jas 4:2)  
· “This kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.” (Mt. 17:21)  
· “The LORD longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on High to have compassion on you. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you.” (Isa 30:18-19) 
· So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. (Ezek. 22:30)  
· “The LORD said to Moses, “…indeed it is a stiff-necked people! 10 Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them…” 11 Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his God, and said: 
“…turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your people…” So the LORD relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people. (Ex. 32:9-14)  
E.
God has given the human race great freedom & dignity. This is seen in us having a free will. We have been given the ability to make real choices and we can use this for good or for evil. If we choose righteousness, then we have the power to open doors of blessings on others.  However, if we choose evil, we have the power to express evil towards others.  Man’s free will provides the legal entry point for both angels and demons to be much more active in the natural realm. 
When we live in righteousness, we open up legal access for angelic activity into the natural realm. When people live in rebellion, they open up legal entry points for demonic activity to be heightened in the earthly area. We affect the quality of life in time and eternity by what we do with our free will. Some of our choices now will affect us forever. This life is not a practice game.  
F.
Corporate intercessory worship is the primary means that God has chosen to release His government with power. It is the highest expression of government in time and eternity. It is the most powerful weapon that exists. It is far stronger than the combined strength of all the nuclear weapons that exist.  

G.
God’s primary call to a nation in crisis is to gather in solemn assemblies (Joel 2:12-17). In other words, corporate intercessory worship and ambassadorial intercession (meaning – we understand our purpose in the earth is being a representative of Jesus and God’s kingdom) is what we need most in this hour of crisis.  
1.
Corporate – requires humility to embrace all that is necessary in gathering corporately. The difference of styles, doctrine, personalities, etc. makes humility necessary. Someone recently said, “Today, we are all Catholics” speaking on the attack being launched against the Catholic Church in regards to their stand of conscience. 
2.
Intercessory – To stand in the gap and declare back to God Biblical prayers and promises.  
3.
Worship – prophetic music and singing unifies God’s people in a unique way in providing the way in which thousands can feel the same thing for sustained periods. 

H.
Corporate Intercessory Worship Releases God’s Judgment 
(Ps. 149:6-9). Corporate intercessory worship stops destruction as when the nations of Moab and Ammon came to battle against Jerusalem under King Jehoshaphat’s leadership (2 Chr. 20).  
I.
Some “trust” the sovereignty of God in a non-biblical way by “trusting” God to do the role that He has assigned to us.  This is not truly trusting God, but rather it is presumption before Him. We cannot do God’s part and He will not do our part. Some misapply the truth that if God wants something then He will do it. This is true in some of the broad strokes of how He leads in history. However, there are many things that God will not give us until we walk it out practically with faith and obedience and prayer.  Significantly, God wants all to be saved, but it does not necessarily happen because God will not violate our free will in salvation (2 Pet. 3:8-9). 

J.
Joel’s Crisis Moment – The Remedy (Joel 2:12-17)



A Call to Repentance
12 “Now, therefore,” says the Lord,
“Turn to Me with all your heart,
With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.”
13 So rend your heart, and not your garments;
Return to the Lord your God,
For He is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and of great kindness;
And He relents from doing harm.
14 Who knows if He will turn and relent,
And leave a blessing behind Him—
A grain offering and a drink offering
For the Lord your God?
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion,
Consecrate a fast,
Call a sacred assembly;
16 Gather the people,
Sanctify the congregation,
Assemble the elders,
Gather the children and nursing babes;
Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber,
And the bride from her dressing room.
17 Let the priests, who minister to the Lord,
Weep between the porch and the altar;
Let them say, “Spare Your people, O Lord,
And do not give Your heritage to reproach,
That the nations should rule over them.
Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”
K.
The Need For Prophetic Intercessors. We need the prophetic intercessory anointing of Crisis Intercession for the days in which we live. As we go through times of crisis and transition, the enemy tries to take advantage of the situation to bring mixture and confusion. Gifts of discernment and wisdom are needed to discern the difference between the enemy’s wrath and God’s righteous judgment. Prayer proceeds revelation and we then act upon or pray according to the revelation once it has been received. (Esther 4:14, Dan. 2:19-23)
L.
Closing Exhortation – The Release of Grace For Consecration & Fasting 
God wants to anoint His watchmen today with the grace to fast and pray and have authority in crisis intercession. May many more like Rees Howells who stood in the gap for Britain during WWII against the invasion of the Germans or Evan Roberts the Welshman who cried out “Bend the Church and change the Worlds” and saw 100,000 souls pour into the kingdom in six months be raised up in this hour.  
God is looking for a humble, contrite people who know the times in which they live and what the Lord requires of His people in that hour. We must learn now the principles of intercession, confession and repentance. We must equally learn to cultivate an authentic Spirit of faith mingled with the Spirit of revelation from the heart of the Father, and then get in the face of the enemy and say this far and no more!  
“Here we are Lord!  Use us! Let crisis intervention through intercession arise for such a time as this! Teach us to stand in the gap for your Kingdom to come on earth as it is in Heaven. Lord for your holy purposes in Jesus Name, Amen!

Important Email From Matt Lockett with Bound4LIFE, Feb. 17, 2012 

Picture a federal government that willfully disregards Constitutionally-protected religious liberties in favor of the advancement of a radical abortion agenda that forces faith-based organizations to violate their conscience by paying for abortive birth control. Guess what? We're already there. The abortion industry has been allowed a back-door entrance to get mandated abortifacient coverage for the nation and violated the rights of all pro-life Americans.

What some thought was a Catholic issue has instead proven itself to be an issue of religious liberty. The Obama administration's mandate for employer funded birth control violates the First Amendment rights of every pro-life American. We must respond right now to this crisis that's taking place.

Because the FDA has approved "contraceptive" or "morning-after" drugs like Plan B, Next Choice, and Ella, a new federal regulation rule will require virtually all employer-provided health insurance plans to provide 100% coverage of contraception, sterilization procedures, and early abortifacients. One of the FDA approved contraceptives is actually an abortion pill. Ella (which chemically resembles RU-486), effectively, turns this birth control mandate into an abortion mandate.

Although many Catholics have taken the lead in fighting this, this is not a Catholic issue but a matter of religious freedom that all people of faith share. In fact, other religious leaders are weighing in:

"I'd go to jail rather than cave in to a government mandate that violates what God commands us to do. Would you?" Acts 5:29 -Rick Warren, Pastor, Saddleback Church

"This is bad news for freedom of conscience and for respect for the freedom of religion protections guaranteed in the American Constitution. Secretary Sebelius is stating that people 
who have religious convictions against contraceptives or particular types of contraceptives that are abortifacients will have a one-year reprieve before they will be forced to pay for health insurance for that which they find unconscionable." -Richard Land, President of The Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, Southern Baptist Convention

The American Center for Law And Justice reported:
"With this rule, hundreds of religious colleges and hospitals, for example, will now be required -in fact, coerced- into providing insurance coverage for practices they believe to be morally wrong and violative of their religious beliefs. These institutions, which have educated citizens and cared for the infirm for hundreds of years, will now have to cave into the federal government or close their doors."
The health care bill the president signed required insurance companies to cover "preventative care" at no cost and, President Obama later accepted a recommendation that "preventative care should include contraceptive services." Important issues must be noted here:

· Birth control isn't preventative medicine because a baby isn't an illness.

· Ella is an abortion pill; therefore, the birth control mandate actually becomes an abortion mandate.

· Many of the covered contraceptives act as abortifacients which violate the conscience of pro-life Americans.

This mandate led to backlash when the president announced religious organizations would also be required to provide even abortifacient coverage, without exemption for the most part. Compromises and exemptions being promoted by the administration are fallacies. Any exemption in the rule is only the narrowest and most confining way possible. Faith leaders are resoundingly rejecting the government's intrusion and meddling into the means by which religious organizations pursue their missions.

Responding to the objections, last week President Obama announced a "compromise" which shifted from the organization paying for the abortifacient coverage to the organization paying the insurance company for the abortifacient coverage, that Archbishop Timothy Dolan summed it up as "a hill of beans." Indeed, the compromise was revealed to be only a political shell game because the organization still ends up paying for coverage with no opt-out. Secretary Sebelius stated in a hearing that the compromise makes it so that religious organizations do not have to "directly" compromise their conscience or morals. People of faith must make it clear to this administration that we do not wish to compromise our beliefs directly, nor indirectly. We cannot play the same shell game with the dictates of our conscience.
More disturbing is that Cecile Richards, President of Planned Parenthood, was actually in on White House meetings where even Vice President Joe Biden and White House Chief-of-Staff Bill Daley advised the president against this decision. Unfortunately, Planned Parenthood's influence over President Obama trumps even his most senior advisors.  The president's abortifacient mandate has created a tipping point for the pro-life movement and for people of prayer at every end of the religious spectrum who see abortion as a biblical issue. As other notable leaders have said, there comes a point where loyalty to God must take preeminence over loyalty to a government. The words of Psalm 94:20-21 demand careful consideration: "Shall the throne of iniquity, which devises evil by law, have fellowship with You? They gather together against the life of the righteous, and condemn innocent blood."

On Wednesday a group of 50 members of Congress held a press conference, demanding conscience protections from the mandate. Multiple bills have been introduced designed to simply restore conscience protections that existed before President Obama's flawed health care law. Ultimately, that's the issue at play here. It's not about a pill but about the liberty of Americans to continue to enjoy freedom of religious expression. The First Amendment of our Constitution is abundantly clear:

"Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof...."
Congress passed this health care plan. Only a meaningless executive order holds back a full-throttle of abortion, and Obama's mandate to add free birth control to the preventative care aspect of the plan has 

already allowed a back-door abortion fund to violate the First Amendment rights of Americans. Fasting and prayer are the God-given tools that can alter the course, no matter how fast it seems to be going. This is our answer, and God's holy prescription for a nation in crisis. Please commit to fast and pray in this hour; let's ask God to change the hearts of our leaders and the course of our nation in this most desperate hour.

We are calling for you to get actively involved in this pivotal moment of our nation's history. You can make a difference right now through prayer, fasting and activism. We invite you to participate in the following corporate fast and mobilization.

21-Day Fast Feb 17-Mar 8
Please join with thousands of others in a 21-day fast ending with Purim the evening of March 8th. During this season of prayer and fasting, we will contend for spiritual breakthrough concerning prevailing influences over the minds of our leaders like what the prophet Daniel saw in Daniel 10. (Please take individual medical precautions when fasting)

Contact Congressional Leaders
Click here to tell House Speaker John Boehner that you support efforts to defend your religious liberty.

Click here to tell Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell that you support efforts to defend your religious liberty.

Click here to identify and contact your own Senators and Congressional Representatives. Don't let your Constitutional right to free expression of your faith be taken away.

Special Note
Please be aware that Congress is in recess during the week of February 20-24 when they will be accessible to constituents in their home state offices.

It is imperative that we flood Heaven with our prayers and Washington, D.C. with our voices.

Sincerely, Matt Lockett Bound4LIFE Director
IHOP Tallahassee Missions Base
www.ihoptlh.org
IHOP Tallahassee Missions Base
www.ihoptlh.org 

