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The First Commandment: Greatness in the Lord’s Eyes

I. the call to Wholehearted love
37 You shall love the LORD ... with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. (Mt. 22:37-38; see also Mk 12:30; Lk. 10:27; Deut. 6:4-5)

A. Through the First Commandment Jesus was giving His own commentary on what is to be priority in the Kingdom and what greatness looks like from heavens perspective.
B. The First Commandment: it’s first priority to God, first priority in the Kingdom, first desire in Jesus’ heart, and the first emphasis of the Holy Spirit. It is also the Great Commandment: it‘s the greatest in impact on God’s heart, our hearts, and the hearts of the people we minister to.
C. “First” and “great” - as an apostolic community, we desire to push the meaning of those two words to fullest extreme in their expression in our lives.
D. We know what Jesus did on the cross, but Matthew 22:37 tells us why He did it. The Father promised the Son an inheritance -- greater than land, riches, and government, fame (though He will have all those) -- it's a promise that He will fully possess a redeemed people who respond to His heart. 
E. The first and second commandment were never meant to be separated. The First comes in sequence and empowers us for the Second.
II. God’s desire
A. The desires of God are shaping all of human history. God’s ultimate eternal purpose for creation is to establish a faithful family for Himself and an equally yoked Bride for Jesus as His eternal companion. God promised to give Jesus an inheritance consisting of a people whom He fully possesses in love.
8 I (the Father) will give You (Jesus) the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession. (Ps. 2:8)

1. All of humanity (both redeemed and unredeemed) will confess and express the worth of Jesus (Rev. 5). His exaltation is absolute (Is. 2:10-11; v. 17-21); His lordship is universal.
2. Mandatory obedience: The Father will cause all creation to obey Jesus as King.
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him (Jesus) and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2:9-11)

3. Voluntary love: the Holy Spirit will establish a people who voluntary choose to love Him as Bridegroom.
B. Being equally yoked in love: The reason why God desires us to love Him with all our heart and mind is because He loves us with all of His heart and mind. He will supernaturally empower us to love Him this way. “It takes God to love God.”
The love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:5)

C. God desires to possess us completely. This is the Lord’s overriding concern when dealing with us. Nothing more powerful transform our spirits than when God reveals God to the human heart. 
D. Imagine the vastness of God’s mind, the depths of His heart, and the greatness of His strength set in love upon you!
III. Jesus’ desire
24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory ... 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” (John 17:24-26)

A. Jesus is filled with desire. His desire is that we would be with Him, see His glory, and love Him with all of our hearts. Until our life is oriented around this great pursuit, we will never fulfill our destiny. The first goal on God’s mind is this: that we would love Jesus like the Father loves Jesus. 
B. Our only means of growing in radical consecration and lifestyles of passionate pursuit is by first experiencing the Fathers deep love. Everything else is simply our response to His love.
C. Beloved, your response toward Him, however small it may be, matters more to Him than you know. Do not despise the small movements of the heart. Those small movements of desire for God and love are supernatural and transform your heart. You were created to carry glory and to shine glory, as an image-bearer of God.
D. God’s purpose is to select and mature a Bride who would be prepared by voluntary love to reign with Jesus. The First Commandment will be in first place in the Church when Jesus returns.
 6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. (Rev. 19:7)

E. There is wisdom, beauty, and the fullness of joy in continually realigning our lives and ministries to make the first commandment first in priority in our lives. God will not force us to love Him voluntarily. He must be invited; it’s the very definition of love.
IV. Loving god on gods terms
A. Jesus defined loving God as being deeply rooted in a spirit of obedience (Deut. 6:1-9; Jn. 14:21). There is no such thing as loving God without seeking to obey His Word. Loving God requires more than singing to Him, merely having sentimental feelings about Him. We mustn’t reduce love for Jesus to mere language about being extravagantly devoted. 
B. One of the core issues at the end of the age will be how love is defined. We must renounce the false paradigms of love that are emerging in the Church and actively resist defining our own humanistic image of God, then worshipping at the fallen image. Jesus wants to take full control of your life because of love and for the purposes of love.
15 If you love Me, keep My commandments ... 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me ... 23 If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word. (Jn. 14:15-23)
He who has my commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him. - John 14:21

C. Encountering God is guaranteed because Jesus prayed for it, promised it, and ultimately laid down His life for us to encounter and experience the depths of God. Through the seasons of the soul, Jesus promises to manifest (reveal, show) Himself to you.
V. Four dimensions of the love of god
A. There are four dimensions to loving God that transforms our hearts, impacts our emotions, and sustains our lives to pour out our time, resources, money, reputation, etc.
1. Revelation that God loves us
2. Our ability to love God in return (1 John 4:19)


Which overflows in:

3. The ability to love ourself in the love of God, by the love of God (how God sees us)
4. Loving our neighbor as we love ourselves (the Second Commandment)
B. When we fail to receive the Fathers love, and subsequently love and see ourselves as God sees us, we will never be able to successfully love our neighbor (Jn. 15:9-12).
VI. First commandment: what god wants first
A. Loving God is the first priority to God. Jesus did not call it the first option, the first opinion, but the first commandment. Loving God is a glorious end in itself; however, it never ends with loving God but always overflows with loving ourselves and others (believers and unbelievers).
30 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. (Mk. 12:30)

B. The all means all. The point of the “all” of the First Commandment is not the size of our love, but the “all” of our love. By the grace and power of God, we extend our reach toward Him and set our heart to walk in all the light He gives us. 
C. Ultimately, the yoke of Jesus and His definition of obedient love is where the glory, freedom, and safety of the Church forever is. This is the easy yoke! The more we seek to live for love, the more evident the “fruit of love” should be in our lives -- meekness, brokenness, true humility. Jesus defined this lifestyle of love in the Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5, 6, 7).
VII. Greatest commandment, calling, lifestyle
A. Through the First Commandment, Jesus defines success and greatness as the size of our hearts growing in love. Loving God has the greatest impact on God’s heart, our hearts, and the hearts hearts of those we minister to. Undoubtedly, it is the greatest calling and greatest vision for our heart and our ministry, because the fruit lasts forever.
B. Western culture defines success on terms of ministry growth and expanding our impact footprint in our cities. Impacting people is important, yet it’s not our greatest call. From God's perspective, success and greatness is defined by the size of our heart. Ministries may grow big or may stay small while having no impact on the size of your heart. 
C. The dynamic of a heart fully alive is untouchable. Maintaining a fresh walk with God with a sustained reach in our spirit through decades, through seasons of difficulties, mundaneness, or seasons of blessing and growth, is the definition of living radically before God. It's living in His love, by His love, for His love, while pursuing 100% obedience, most often when no one else is looking. 
D. David sustained his passion for God for decades that he referred to as “all” the days of his life. 
One thing ... I seek ... all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord. (Ps. 27:4)

E. We purpose in our hearts not to give up out of anguish on the 80% of the will of God for our lives (to grow in love, feel His love, and respond to and in His love) only to go after the 20% of the will of God which is our ministry assignment. What Jesus calls the greatest impact is mostly internal yet it's rewards are eternal in the age to come. 
F. God gives us an “arena” to demonstrate our love for Him. Our love for God is to bear fruit in every area of our lives.
VIII. Four aspect of wholehearted love (heart, mind, soul, strength)
A. Loving God with all our heart:  with all our affections (emotions). We set our affections on anything we choose. That which we set our affections on, we open our spirit to (2 Cor. 3:18). When we choose to set our affections to love God, God changes our heart (emotions).
1. Setting our affections to love Jesus requires that we intentionally remove things that diminish our affections (lust, bitterness, being overly-saturated with entertainment, etc.).
2. David set his heart to love God.

I will love You, O LORD, my strength. (Ps. 18:1)

3. We set our hearts to love God by committing to walk in obedience even when it’s costly.
B. Loving God with all our strength: with all our resources (time, money, talents, energy, reputation, influence, etc.)
1. We voluntarily fast in the area of our strengths, especially in the five activities emphasized in Matthew 6:1-18. We invest our natural strength into God’s purposes, as we trust Him to “return” our strength back to us in a way that enriches our personal spheres of responsibility and transforms us with meekness.

9 My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness 
[voluntary weakness of the fasted life style]. (2 Cor. 12:9)

2. Jesus describes five “grace-releasing activities” that position our heart to receive more in the grace of God. We secretly serve and give (charitable deeds: giving service and/or money [6:1-4, 19-21]), pray (6:5-13), bless adversaries (forgiving, 6:14-15; 5:44), and fast (6:16-18).
C. Loving God with all our soul (personality): our personality is expressed most by our speech and actions. We love God with our soul be determining to speak and act in a way that enhances, not diminishes, love. 
1. We walk in love by purifying our speech (Eph. 5:1-6). Our love can be diminished by the fire released by wrong speech, which affects our inner man (Jas. 3:6-10)—as speaking in dishonoring ways about the saints (1 Cor. 3:2-3, 16-18; Rom. 12:10-14; 1 Cor. 4:12). We are to renounce grumbling, gossip, slander, and evil speaking against one another (1 Cor. 10:8-13; Jas 4:10-11; 5:8-9).
D. Loving God with all our mind: by filling our minds with loving meditation on God’s Word, and resisting anything in our minds that diminished love for Jesus and quenches the Holy Spirit. We must choose to take time to fill our minds with Gods Word and to cultivate the oil of intimacy.

 1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory. (Col. 3:1-4)

1. The implications of God loving us with all His mind is staggering: with one word, God created billions and billions of stars in the universe. The largest star that we know of could fit about 7 quadrillion earths in that one star.
2. A sense of how big that is:
a. 1 million seconds = 12 days
b. 1 billion seconds = 32 years
c. 1 trillion seconds = 31,709 years
d. 1 quadrillion seconds = 30,800,000 years

As A.W. Tozer says, “God is omniscient, which means that He knows in one 
free 
and effortless act all matter, all spirit, all relationships, all events. He has no 
past and He has no Future. He is, and none of the limiting and qualifying terms 
used of creatures can apply to Him.” 

3. God knew what He was getting into when He called you, and still, He called you the same! Beloved, God loves you because He loves you, because He loves, because He loves you, because God is love (1 Jn. 4:8).

1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me! .... How precious also are 
Your thoughts toward me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should 
count them they would be more in number than the sand... (Ps. 139:1-18)

4. We are not defined by our failures, or our accomplishments, but by our spiritual identity (what we look like to God). As Mike Bickle says, “I am loved (by God) and I am a lover (of God), therefore I am successful.”
IX. living for eternity
A. The prize: our long-term testimony of complete obedience (love) or being made perfect in love. Paul’s main objective in his life was to win the prize of presenting his obedience was complete—thus, his love was complete. The prize is all that is involved in offering to Jesus a long-term testimony of complete obedience and receiving Jesus’ response back in eternal rewards, which express how He feels about us loving Him in this way. Paul’s paradigm of his life was one long race to obtain this prize (1 Cor. 9:24).

24 Those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it ... 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty [lack of focus] ... 27 I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest ... I should become disqualified. (1 Cor. 9:24-27)
B. God will eternally reward us in the age to come according to our stewardship in this current age (1 Cor. 3:11-15). This life is the only time in our eternal existence with such a high “exchange rate”. We offer our weak devotion and obedience to God and receive eternal rewards. Therefore, what matters most about our life is what Jesus thinks when our eyes meet at that moment (the judgment seat). He cannot be manipulated.

10 We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body... (2 Cor. 5:10)

C. God promises to give us His grace that empowers us to have a “walk worthy of the Lord.” (Rom. 5; 2 Thess. 1:11-12)
� Tozer, AW. The Pursuit of God, p. 39
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